Son has as a present reality eternal
life, but the one who persists in dis-
obeying the Son will not see life,
but the wrath of God continually
abides on him."

For those of you who remain
unrepentant concerning your sin
and refuse to believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, the wrath of God con-
tinually abides on you. Dying in that
state will not bring forth the love of
God for you, but rather His wrath in
eternal judgment.

Many in pews today are being
deceived by false prophets. Many
are being told that "God loves
them" when they need to hear
"repent and believe the gospel." In
fact it is a lie of eternal proportions
to tell an unrepentant sinner that
God loves him when in fact God's
wrath is continually abiding on him.

What are you hearing from pul-
pits today, love or repentance?
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Love or Repentance?

The message coming from many
evangelical pulpits today is that
"God loves you and has a wonder-
ful plan for your life." Is this really
the message of the Gospel? Let
me give you three examples from
the Bible that contradict this errant
approach.

First, what was the message of
John the Baptist, the forerunner of
our Lord? Did he come preaching,
"God loves you"?

"In those days came John the
Baptist, preaching in the wilder-
ness of Judea, and saying, repent
ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand." (Matt. 3:1-2)

John the Baptist came preaching

repentance, but repentance from
what?
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In the second place, what was
the message of the Apostle Paul?
Did he tell King Agrippa, "l tell
everyone | meet that God loves
them"?

"Whereupon, O king Agrippa, |
was not disobedient unto the heav-
enly vision: But showed first unto
them of Damascus, and at
Jerusalem, and throughout all the
coasts of Judea, and then to the
Gentiles, that they should repent
and turn to God, and do works
meet for repentance." (Acts 26:19-
20)

The Apostle Paul came preach-
ing repentance, but repentance
from what?

Lastly, what was the message of
the Lord Jesus Christ? Did He
come preaching, "God loves you
and has a wonderful plan for your
life"?
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n

. Jesus came into Galilee,
preaching the gospel of the king-
dom of God, and saying, the time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is
at hand: repent ye, and believe the
gospel.” (Mk 1:14-15)

John the Baptist, the Apostle
Paul, and the Lord Jesus Christ
Himself came preaching repen-
tance, but repentance from what?
Repentance from sin! The wages
of sin is spiritual death, and unless
you repent of your sin and turn to
Christ you will perish in your sin.

Why is the love of God preached
from so many pulpits today when
repentance from sin is the estab-
lished New Testament pattern?
Some would say "But God is love."
Yes He is, but His love must be
defined in accordance with His
moral character. Where then does
the love of God enter in? The love
of God is a love that is expressed
for and lavished upon His elect
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through His Son, the Lord Jesus
Christ. This love for His elect was
placed upon them from before the
foundation of the world, expressed
and sealed by His death on the
cross, and in time and experience
applied by the Holy Spirit. Those
upon whom God sheds His love
are also granted repentance and
faith.

But what about John 3:16 and
"For God so loved the world"? A
study of the context and the lan-
guage used will show that our Lord
was not telling Nicodemus that God
loves every human being. If that
were the case, then John the
Baptist contradicted our Lord when
he said later in John 3:36, "He that
believeth on the Son hath everlast-
ing life: and he that believeth not
the Son shall not see life; but the
wrath of God abideth on him." The
import of the original Greek lan-
guage makes it clear: "The one
constantly exercising faith in the
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