The words of Christ:

...the time is fulfilled, and
the kingdom of God is at hand: repent
ye, and believe the gospel.

(Mark 1:15)

No man can come to me, except the
Father which hath sent me draw him:
and | will raise him up at the last day.

(John 6:44)

I am the good shepherd, and know
my sheep, and am known of mine.
(John 10:14)

...I am the way, the truth, and the
life: no man cometh unto the Father,
but by me.

(John 14:6)

...Holy Father, keep through thine
own name those whom thou hast given
me, that they may be one, as we are.

(John 17:11)
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Useless Kinds
of Religion

There are two ways by which a
man may lose his own soul.

First, He may lose his soul by liv-
ing and dying without any religion
at all. He may live and die like a
beast, prayerless, godless, grace-
less, faithless. This is a sure way to
Hell.

Second, He may lose his soul by
taking up some useless kind of reli-
gion. He may live and die content-
ing himself with a false Christianity,
and resting on a baseless hope.
This probably is the most common
way to hell that there is today.

Let me tell you what | mean by
useless kinds of religion. A religion
is entirely useless in which Jesus
Christ is not the principal object,
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and does not fill the principal place.
There are too many calling them-
selves Christians who practically
know nothing about Christ. Their
religion consists of a few vague
notions and empty expressions.
They trust they are no worse than
many others. They keep to their
church. They try to do their duty.
They do nobody any harm. They
hope God will be merciful to them.
They trust the Almighty will pardon
their sins, and take them to Heaven
when they die. This is about the
whole of their religion.

But what do these people know
practically about Christ? Nothing-
nothing at all! What experimental
acquaintance have they with His
office and work? His blood, His
righteousness, His mediation, His
priesthood, His intercession?
None! Ask about a saving faith, ask
them about being born again of the
Spirit, ask them about being sancti-
fied in Christ Jesus. What answer
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will you get? You are a barbarian to
them. You have asked them simple
Bible questions, but they know no
more about them experimentally
than a Buddhist or a Turk. And yet
this is the religion of hundreds and
thousands of people who are called
Christian all over the world.

If you are a man or woman of this
kind, | warn you plainly that such
Christianity will never take you to
Heaven. It may do very well in the
eyes of man. It may pass muster
very decently at the church meet-
ing, in the place of business, or in
the streets. But it will never comfort
you. It will never satisfy your con-
science. It will never save your
soul. Neither will it meet the
approval of Almighty God.

| warn you plainly that all notions
and theories about God being mer-
ciful apart from Christ, and except
through Christ, are baseless delu-
sions and empty fancies. Such the-
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ories are purely an idol of man's
invention. They are all of the earth.
They never came down from
Heaven. The God of Heaven has
sealed and appointed Christ as the
only Saviour and way of life, and all
who would be saved must be con-
tent to be saved by Him, or they will
never be saved at all.

"Neither is there salvation in any
other: for there is none other name
under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved"
Acts 4:12

Take notice and warning:
A RELIGION WITHOUT CHRIST
AND HIS SUBSTITUTIONARY
SACRIFICE ON THE CROSS OF

CALVARY, WILL NEVER SAVE
YOUR SOUL.

This is a reprint of a tract by
J. C. Ryle (1816-1900), who was
Bishop of Liverpool, England.
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